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The 100-year-old Colony 
Hotel in Kennebunkport, 

Maine, is a family heirloom.
Members of  the Bough-

ton clan have long been the 
stewards of  this picturesque 
landmark that overlooks the 
Atlantic Ocean near the cen-
tre of  town. 

For a good part of  its ten-
ure, this 1914 summer resort 
was the epicentre of  upper-
class social life, society wed-
dings and tea dances.

Today, life isn’t quite as re-
fined or ritzy, but the Colony 
is still a grande dame with 
a gracious air and an excep-
tional staff. Here, you enjoy 
Maine’s timeless attractions: 
the seaside, garden tours, 
porch life and freshly caught 
lobster. And Kennebunkport 
is strong on golf, tennis and 
sailing. 

The decor in the main ho-
tel, done by principal owner 
Justena Boughton, is vin-
tage. The lobby is a Victorian 
vision of  red velvet settees 
and satin pillows. The main-
building guest rooms, all 
beautifully maintained, are 
rather feminine with floral 
wallpaper and ruffled white 
curtains. (But the 125 rooms 
are spread over five buildings, 
and the East, Galland, Flor-
ence and Boughton Houses 
are more modern, with TVs, 
air conditioning and contem-
porary furnishings.)

People count at the Colony. 
Guests often return during 
the same week year after 
year, so they get to know each 
other as well as the regular 
employees. 

Its loyal clients include 
families who revel in the 
beachfront and the large heat-
ed swimming pool, and dog-
lovers whose best friends can 
frolic in the sea and enjoy the 
extensive grounds. The Col-
ony’s ballroom still dances 
with more than 40 weddings 
every summer — but never 
more than one a day, so there 
is only one bride on the prop-
erty at any one time.

Spectacular setting 
The Colony is one of  very 

few Kennebunkport hotels 
to be located on the beach, 
which ranges from sandy to 
pebbly sandy, depending on 
the tide. The hotel also has a 
large outdoor pool, heated to 
a balmy 35 C and surrounded 
by royal blue loungers and 

red and white umbrellas — a 
picture of  Americana.

But the Maine coast is com-
pelling, rain or shine. When 
bad weather hit, I walked the 
shore anyway and was swept 
away by the grey skies, mys-
tical fog and waves crashing 
against rocks, all part of  the 
dramatic seascapes that in-
spired great artists, such as 
Winslow Homer and Alfred 
Thompson Bricher and au-
thors Kenneth Roberts and 
Booth Tarkington.

The canine chronicles
Dogs get treats and their 

own blankets. The hotel is so 
welcoming that it has been 
awarded Five Bones from 
a pet-travel website, www.
bringfido.com.

New Englander Hans Hoy-
er has been visiting the Col-
ony since he was a kid (that’s 
more than four decades of  
seaside fun) and now he va-
cations there several times a 
season with his wife, Diane, 
and their dog, Charlie, a gold-
en retriever.

“Charlie loves the Colony 
so much that we have to spell 
out the hotel’s name when 
we’re making plans because 
he gets too excited,” Hoyer 
joked.

The pinnacle of  the social 
season is the Dog Lover’s 
Weekend, from Oct. 24-26, 
which will feature dog yo-
ga, agility demos, first-aid 
training, a canine costume 
party, art shows and the long-
awaited Doggie Dip, when it’s 
everyone into the pool — a 
hilarious sight — before the 
water is drained for winter. 

If  you love dogs, watch for 
photographer Chris Becker’s 
adorable series, Canine Bliss, 
which pops up at galleries 
around town (www.chris-
beckerphoto.com). It shows 
dogs — some with sunglasses 
— hanging out car windows 
in the breeze.

1914 versus 2014
The 100th is a special year, 

so guests are greeted dur-
ing check-in with sparkling 
wine, part of  the Colony’s 
centennial celebrations. And 
the hotel is offering tours of  

the ballroom and other his-
toric spaces, as well as what’s 
called the back of  the house 
— the kitchens and laundry.

Your leisure time might 
have a last-century quality: 

the Colony has swimming, 
cycling, a putting green, lawn 
games including shuffle-
board and, in the lounges, 
board games and a library of  
books.

The hotel’s new eco-ven-
tures include recycling and 
energy and water conserva-
tion. The hotel has elimin-
ated Styrofoam, aerosols, 
toxic cleaning materials and 
garden chemicals, and it uses 
biodegradable guest toilet-
ries. 

On the tech side, there is 
free Wi-Fi throughout and an 
iPod docking station in each 
room, but the Colony almost 
totally bypassed the tele-
vision era.

There are no TVs in the 
main building guest rooms, 
only a few large screens in 
various lounges and 36 rooms 

in other wings that have 
them.

“Of  course, people can 
bring a tablet and stream 
TV, but parents really like 
that their kids aren’t glued 
to a screen,” said general 
manager John Martin, who 
is a member of  the owning 
family.

“We’re all about the great 
seaside.”

The writer was a guest of the 
hotel, which did not approve 
this report.
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The 125-room Colony Hotel in Kennebunkport, Maine, has 
an exceptional location, complete with an Atlantic Ocean 
beach and a heated outdoor pool.

PHOTOs: COlOny HOTel

Dogs are welcome at the Colony Hotel in Kennebunkport, Maine. On the last day of the season in October, they will be 
allowed to take a dip in the swimming pool.

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Colony Hotel: 800-552-
2363, 207-967-3331, www.
colonymaine.com, 140 
Ocean Ave., Kennebunk-
port, Maine. Pet-friendly, 
$30 per day, per pet. Open 
May through October.

Price: 125 rooms and suites, 
$189-$469 U.s., per night, 
depending on ocean, river or 
garden views; including buf-
fet breakfast, Wi-Fi, heated 
salt water pool, beachfront, 
18-hole putting green, 
sunday afternoon tea, 
parking, Thurs.-sat., bar 
entertainment, Dog-lover’s 
Weekend activities and 
weekly calendar, including 
pet photography, concerts, 
putting contests.

Packages: with Cape 
Arundel Golf Club, cruises 
on the Rugosa lobster boat 
or the Pineapple sailing 
ketch. extras: bicycle rent-
als, sunday yoga.

Cuisine: A full buffet 
breakfast is included for all 
guests, with great baked 
goods by pastry chef Mar-
tha Dempsey.

The Porch Dining Room, 
an oceanfront rotunda, has 
fine dining 6-9 nightly, until 
labour Day, with lobster 
bisque, clam chowder, crab 
cakes, steak and lobster. 
Friday night features the 
Mariners Buffet of seafood, 
through July and August.

The pub-style Marine Room 
lounge has live entertain-
ment, 5-7 p.m., Thurs.-
sat., and a day-to-evening 
menu of burgers, tacos, 
flatbread and steamed 
lobster.

The adjacent Poolside 
Ocean Terrace has a lunch-
time grill (through septem-
ber) and the pub menu until 
9 p.m.
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Landmark Maine hotel goes back in time, 
with swimming, cycling and lawn games
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WHERE STAYTO
GLEN HOUSE RESORT – SMUGGLERS
GLEN GOLF COURSE
In the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose
from one of our many Stay and Play or
Romance Packages, starting at $136 per night
based on double occupancy. Enjoy our 18 hole
championship golf course, onsite spa, casual
fine dining, local Theatre, Boat Cruises and
Casino. Visit www.glenhouseresort.com or
Call 1-800-268-4536 for details.

NEW YORK

1000 ISLANDS VERMONT

NEW JERSEY
RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
– NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes
to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside
Drive & 80th Street. For more info,
call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $140 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently off
exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec.
events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily. Based
on availability. Call 518.563.0222 or toll free
1.800.358.2137

NEW HAMPSHIRE

OCEAN WOODS RESORT

Goose Rocks Beach Kennebunkport
RELAX, peaceful, affordable lodging near sandy

beach. Spacious rooms include full bath, cable

TV, wireless, AC, mini-fridge, coffeemakers,

hairdryers and FREE breakfast. Outdoor pool,

hot tub, shuffleboard. Complimentary beach

towels, chairs & umbrellas. 10% discount for

5 or more nights. Call Kathleen Spang @

207-967-1928. www.oceanwoodsresort.com

MAINE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Enjoy the comforts of our historic “country
elegant” boutique hotel with panoramic
mountain views, cozy Martini Library Lounge,
renowned international dining. Some guest
rooms with fireplaces and/or Jacuzzi. Golf,
hiking & tax-free outlet shopping nearby. From
$78ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast & Dinner
(off regular full menu). Photos, amenities &
menu online. 603-421-6146
www.StonehurstManor.com

SMART SUITES
Summer Special. Come and enjoy our
hospitality in either a studio efficiency at US
$92.95 or a more spacious one bedroom
suite at US $102.95/night, including a deluxe
continental breakfast and free WIFI. Call toll free
877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette special.
Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/14. 1700 Shelburne
Rd., So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left
on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday
Inn Express.

DIAMOND CREST MOTEL
Across The Street From The Beach
Book Now And Save
2 Room kitchenette suites sleeps up to 6.
All rooms have pool/ocean views. Daily maid
service/bbq facilities/sun decks.
July summer specials
7/3-7/13 – 7/13-7/20
5 Night special 750.00 Plus tax
7 Night special 1050.00 Plus tax
(4 Person) a & b suites
Extra person add 12.00 Per night
August special please visit our website.
Rates only apply to new reservations
Diamond Crest Motel, 7011 Atlantic ave,
Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260
(609) 522 1700
www.diamondcrestmotel.com
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